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A MESSAGE FROM THE
HEADTEACHER

IMPORTANT DATES 
FOR YOUR DIARY
AUTUMN TERM
Thursday, 14 August: A level and BTEC results day

Thursday, 21 August: GCSE results day and Brentside Sixth Form Enrolment

Tuesday, 2 September: Year 7 and Year 12 induction

Wednesday, 3 September: All students in school

Please see our website for more detailed information. 

AUTHOR VISIT
YEAR 9
9 June

We were thrilled to welcome Ayaan Mohamud, acclaimed author of 
You Think You Know Me and The Thread That Connects Us for a special 
session with our Year 9 students. Ayaan shared insights into her journey as 
a writer, the inspiration behind her powerful writing, and the importance of 
representation and resilience in storytelling. Students were captivated by 
her honesty and encouragement, and many were inspired to explore their 
own voices through writing. It was a memorable experience that sparked 
meaningful conversations and left a lasting impact on everyone in the room.

PARENT WORKSHOPS
ALL YEARS
10 June

Thank you to all the parents/carers who attended one of our three workshops 
on 10 June. 

We offered workshops on computing where parents and students developed 
their computing skills with expert support from Mr Fruzza.

Our race equality group continues to engage in important conversations to 
help us to work in partnership with parents to ensure all our families' voices 
are valued and heard. 

We also held a workshop on academic and vocational pathways, with a 
focus on apprenticeships. We were particularly grateful to Jamie Townsend, 
from Balfour Beatty. His contributions as an employer and apprenticeship 
provider were invaluable.

Your evaluations highlighted how much you valued these events, and we look 
forward to continuing our partnership again next year. 

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY S.T.E.M. 
TRIP 
YEARS 7 AND 8
13 June

Students from Years 7 and 8 had the amazing opportunity to be taken 
around Brunel University with a S.T.E.M. focus for the day.

The students participated in a rich, hands‑on experience: a tour of the 
campus, exploration of the library, followed by S.T.E.M. workshops. This 
programme developed students’ understanding of careers in engineering and 
aerodynamics.

The day was enjoyed by all students. Students said:

‘I was so delighted with every part of the journey, and I feel refreshed and 
inspired after this adventure. The students at the university were extremely 
nice and helpful throughout the trip. We learned all about Brunel's history 
too.’

‘What we did get to learn was far more interesting than I had imagined.’

‘One of the Brunel Ambassadors was an ex-Brentside student, who explained 
everything to us in simple terms that made perfect sense.’

We believe that inspiring students to aim high and plan for their future starts 
in Year 7. Thanks to Ms Nagra and the team of staff who led this trip and 
motivated these students to start thinking of their next steps.

BERENBERG INVESTMENT 
BANKING WORKSHOP
YEAR 12 
17 June

A level economics students participated in a finance workshop led by 
VisionPath, giving them an overview of investment banking. During this day 
they were given an insight into the thrilling lifestyle of an investment banker 
and the risks they take on a regular basis. As part of this event, students took 
part in a stock market related activity, researching the stock price of Netflix 
since 2019. Students used their own knowledge of the market post-Covid to 
predict the impact on the share price of Netflix. 

Due to the risk involved, one student decided to withdraw his virtual money, 
as he had already gained a significant amount of profit. However, this led 
to him missing out on the opportunity to grow his investment to $800. He 
reflected: ‘This activity helped me gain more confidence in taking bigger risks 
for greater rewards in the future’. Students were also invited to apply for a 
mentoring opportunity with Berenberg bank. 

One student responded: ‘This can potentially open new pathways for us 
after Sixth Form. Thank you to Brentside for providing us with these great 
opportunities!’

ASPIRATIONAL VISIT TO 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY
YEAR 9
19 June

Twenty-one members of our Year 9 Inspire 
Scholars’ Club experienced a one-day 
aspirational visit to St. John's College, 
Oxford. 

Students participated in a seminar, a tour of 
the college, object handling at the Natural 
Science Museum and a question-and-
answer session with university students. 

Year 9 students thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to experience life at one of the 
UK’s top universities and were truly inspired 
by this experience. 

Thank you to Mr Otoo who ran the St 
John’s College Inspire Scholars’ Club this 
year.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH
YEAR 9
19-20 June

This year, thirty-eight students in Year 9 started their Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh award. This involved participating in volunteering and physical 
activities, learning new skills and completing a two-day qualifying 
expedition. 

All students completed their practice expeditions this term, exploring the 
Chiltern Hills near Stoke Poges. They will be completing their qualifying 
expeditions in the autumn term of the next academic year. 

Well done to all involved and many thanks to Mr Reynolds and all the staff 
who led this inspiring qualification.

PERFORMING 
IN THE ROYAL 
ALBERT HALL!
ALL YEARS
24 June

On Tuesday, 24 June, the Brentside 
Choir were lucky enough to be invited to 
perform as part of a massed choir of Ealing 
students at The Royal Albert Hall. This was 
the culmination of several months of hard work, learning some of the most 
famous pieces in the choral repertoire, such as ‘O Fortuna’ and ‘Adiemus’. 
They also performed in the world premiere of ‘Ada in Ealing’, a modern 
piece by local composer Laura Rossi with lyrics by Michael Rosen. It was an 
unforgettable experience, and they will all now be able to claim that they 
have performed at the world-famous Royal Albert Hall!

CAREERS FAIR
YEAR 10 AND 12 
26 June

This year, Brentside hosted its first Careers Fair for Years 10 and 12. 

Our sports hall was filled with universities, colleges, employers, 
apprenticeship specialists and careers advisors. 

Students engaged in purposeful conversations, asked a range of key 
questions and recorded responses and notes in their Passports to 
Employment.

Feedback from students was incredibly positive and a focus group shared 
their views on when best to schedule the Careers Fair next year.

Employers and providers said this was one of the best Careers Fairs they'd 
attended due to the interest and active engagement of our students. We are 
incredibly proud of the maturity they displayed in preparing for their future. 

We look forward to embedding this annual event in our careers programme 
next year. 

BATH UNIVERSITY TEACHER 
CHAMPION AWARD!
ALL YEARS
26 June

We are thrilled to announce that Mr Uddin, our Business Studies and 
Economics teacher, was announced Bath University Teacher Champion at 
Bath University’s Award Ceremony on 26 June.

We are not at all surprised, but we are very delighted for Mr Uddin who was 
nominated by a former Brentside student for his inspiration and motivation.

Well done Mr Uddin. You thoroughly deserve this accolade!

AWARDS EVENING
ALL YEARS
3 July

Awards Evening is one of the most enjoyable events of the school year.  It 
celebrates the excellent academic achievement of many of our students, as 
well as the outstanding attitude to learning that is vital to ensuring success 
both now and in the future.

We were delighted that award-winning author and alumni, Jacqueline 
Crooks, was our guest speaker. Her journey from Brentside to award-winning 
author was both moving and inspiring. Well done to all our award winners – 
it was a real pleasure watching you receive your awards and celebrate with 
your families.

FAMILY SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP 
AWARD
ALL YEARS
10 July

We are very proud to have received the Family 
School Partnership Award this year. This is in 
recognition of the work we have been doing 
to deepen our collaboration with all parents/
carers over the year. We have listened to your 
responses to our parent surveys and created a 
parent partnership policy and devised new ways 
to work with more of our families. We offered new 
workshops in Arabic, organised coffee mornings for our Somali community 
and ran a workshop on academic and vocational pathways.

We look forward to engaging all our parents/carers next academic year, 
working in partnership to ensure the best possible progress for all our 
students. 

Thank you to all who responded to surveys, attended parents’ evenings and 
engaged with us.

STUDENTS SET TO GAIN REAL-
WORLD EXPERIENCE IN TOP 
ARCHITECTURE STUDIOS
YEAR 12

Building on the momentum from our inspiring visit to The Royal Institute for 
British Architecture – Festival of the Future in February, we’re thrilled to 
announce that seven of our Year 12 design students will be taking part in 
prestigious summer placements at leading architectural studios.

This exciting opportunity will see students working with renowned firms 
including Studio PDP, Hawkins\Brown, Rogers Stirk Harbour + 
Partners (RHSP), Grimshaw Architects, and Kohn Pedersen Fox (KPF). 
These placements will offer invaluable insights into the world of professional 
architecture, allowing students to explore innovative design, sustainable 
building practices, and the collaborative nature of architectural projects.

We’re incredibly proud of our students for securing these competitive 
placements and look forward to hearing about their experiences as they take 
their first steps into the architectural profession.

EXCITING CREATIVE 
OPPORTUNITY WITH FOUND 
FUTURES AND PERKINS&WILL
YEARS 10 AND 12
July

We were thrilled to offer our Year 10 and Year 12 students an incredible 
opportunity to take part in the Found Futures - 1+1 Programme —a 
high-energy, hands-on creative workshop led by the brilliant team at Found 
Futures.

In this one-day experience, students explored the theme 'Sensory' through 
imaginative design challenges. Working in teams, they brought bold ideas 
to life, building innovative models and presenting their concepts with flair. 
The day was packed with creativity, collaboration and excitement, leaving 
everyone inspired and buzzing with ideas!

Found-Futures.org (watch this video to find out more)

ASPIRATIONAL TRIP TO SERVICE 
NOW
YEAR 10
24 June 

On 24 June, twenty eight Year 10 students from ethnic minority backgrounds 
were invited to a business day at ServiceNow in Staines. The trip was huge 
success, and the students really appreciated the opportunity to attend such a 
motivational event.

The event leader, Danielle Browne, praised our students for their openness 
and engagement. They were especially impressed with Natneam, Saif, 
Theodora and Hanifa for their excellent questions. 

The students were inspired by the testimonials of leaders from ethnic 
minority backgrounds (including a Brentside alumni) who were able share 
their journey to the top from both internship and academic routes into the 
company.

An enjoyable day was had by both students and staff (especially the drinks, 
pizza lunches and goodie bags).

Huge thanks to Mr. Brown, Ms. Blankson, Mr. Ford and Mr. Fruzza (our 
drivers) for making it such  a wonderful event.

BRENTSIDE HIGH SCHOOL ARTS 
NEWS 
ALL YEARS
July

Brentside’s Arts Showcase Week was bursting 
with energy as students across all year groups 
came together to shine in visual arts, drama, 
music, fashion, and cultural education. From 
hands-on workshops and inspiring exhibitions 
to show-stopping performances and creative 
showcases, this week was all about unlocking 
creativity and building community. With special 
guests, external partners, and the whole school 
involved, it was a vibrant festival of expression.

Year 10 Textiles Project: Willoughby Wannabe

Year 10 students are channeling their inner 'Skirt Girl'—Alison Willoughby—
by designing bold, imaginative skirts using advanced fabric manipulation 
techniques. The best part? Alison Willoughby herself will judge the top 
designs in our exciting Willoughby Wannabe competition!

Artist of the Month

Creativity is shining across all year groups! Each month, our art teachers 
select standout student artworks to be framed and proudly displayed in 
classrooms. From Year 7 to Year 11, these pieces celebrate imagination, skill, 
and artistic voice.

Arts Showcase Week: July 14 –18

Brentside hosted another spectacular Arts Showcase celebrating student 
talent in art, drama, music, fashion, and culture! Our visitors enjoyed 
performances of Shakespeare extracts, art and media exhibitions, fashion 
shows and music recitals. Throughout the week, students participated in 
workshops that brought our creative community together. 

MORE CREATIVE HIGHLIGHTS & 
EVENTS!

Textiles Spotlight

Huge congratulations to Beatrice (Year 8), 
winner of the Graduate Fashion Week Young 
Designers of Tomorrow competition! Her designs 
were transformed from sketches to avatars and 
showcased on a virtual runway — what an 
achievement!

Workshops Galore!

Scrunchy Making Workshop – 9 July 
Mr. Ford from The Great British Sewing Bee 
and our amazing staff invited students to print, sew, and create their your 
own scrunchies! 

Art Teacher Workshops – 14-18 July 
Led by Ms. Smith, these sessions explored painting, drawing, and crafts for 
Years 7 & 8.

Special Events & Cross-Curricular Fun

RIBA Architecture Workshop – 14 July led by Ms Pinner 
A full-day creative journey into architecture and urban design with Fosters

Pitzhanger Gallery Workshop –15 July led by Ms Seewoo 
Students created murals with a resident artist, Lizzie Wall, from Pitzhanger 
Manor.

Measuring Culture Workshop – led by Ms Bennet, Ms Heer, Ms Ahmed 
Following on from a visit to the V&A Museum, students worked across maths, 
food and design communication to make their own Tala cup.

History-Making Workshops – led by Mr Moynihan who inspired students 
to dive into storytelling and historical creativity through art. 

ROYAL INSTITUTE OF 
BRITISH ARCHITECTS (RIBA) 
EARTHQUAKE WORKSHOP 
YEAR 9
16 July

Last week, our students had an unforgettable 
experience during a hands-on workshop led 
by the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA). 
The challenge? Design and build a structure that 
could survive an earthquake!

The workshop kicked off with a creative twist—
students used spaghetti and marshmallows 
to construct their first buildings. These 
delicate towers were then put to the test on 
an earthquake simulator. Most didn’t survive 
the tremors, but this was part of the learning 
process.

After reviewing their design flaws, students created a second build—this 
time using sturdier materials like cardboard. With improved designs and 
teamwork, every single model withstood the second round of simulated 
quakes!

The workshop was a fantastic opportunity for students to explore architecture, 
engineering, and collaboration in a fun and memorable way. A huge thank 
you to RIBA for inspiring our future designers and engineers!

PERKINS & WILL WORK 
EXPERIENCE AND VISIT
YEAR 12

Year 12 Students Impress at Perkins&Will Work Experience Week

Three of our Year 12 students recently took part in an exciting and enriching 
work experience week at the prestigious architecture and design firm, 
Perkins&Will. They joined peers from other schools to collaborate on a 
group design project, working together to develop innovative and thoughtful 
solutions.

On the fourth day, the rest of the class had the opportunity to visit the 
Perkins&Will offices. They were treated to a fascinating tour of the building 
led by none other than the architect who designed it! Hearing directly from 
the designer gave students a unique and inspiring insight into the creative 
and technical processes behind the space they were exploring.

After a delicious lunch provided by our generous hosts, the students on 
placement presented their final project. The presentation was attended by 
many senior members of the Perkins&Will team, who were bowled over by 
the creativity and professionalism on display. The students made excellent 
use of a wide range of materials in their designs, which added depth and 
originality to their work.

Their efforts were met with genuine praise and admiration from the 
professionals in the room—a true testament to their talent, hard work, and 
teamwork.

A huge well done to our students for representing the school with such 
distinction!

SIXTH FORM UPDATE
YEAR 12
12 and 13 June

Futures Programme

Preparing students for their future is central to our mission at Brentside. Our 
Futures Programme is a key part of that preparation for students in our Sixth 
Form. Year 12 students participated in a 2-day programme to ensure they 
were well informed and prepared for their next steps.

On 12 June, Year 12 took part in Futures Day where they had a presentation 
from Jim Colley, a consultant who specialises in supporting students to aim 
high and reach Russell Group universities. 

This was followed by an apprenticeship talk from Jamie Townsend from BBVS 
JV/HS2 Old Oak Common Station Construction. 

Students listened intently as they explored both academic and vocational 
routes and used our Unifrog platform to begin planning their personal 
statements.

This day was followed by a trip to the University and Apprenticeship Fair 
at the Emirates Stadium where students spoke to representatives from a 
significant number of Universities and Apprenticeship providers .

This kick-starts our Year 12 students’ journey towards life beyond Brentside.

HISTORY RESIDENTIAL TO 
BELGIUM
YEARS 9 AND 10
14-15 July

As part of the history GCSE course, students from Years 9 and 10 had the 
wonderful opportunity to visit Belgium to see the battlefields of World War 
1. The students found the experience really impactful, and their attitude to 
learning throughout the trip was exemplary.

This residential gave our students the chance to bring history to life. This 
enhanced their knowledge and understanding in preparation for their GCSEs 
as well as for their own personal development.  Thanks to Mr Kamoga and 
the history team for leading on this residential.

SPORTS DAY
ALL YEARS
16 July

Each year our annual Sports Day gets better and better- and this year was 
no exception.

Our Vintage Sports on the astro turf and games on the school site ensured 
that every student could get involved- from tug of war to table tennis.  There 
was a real buzz and lots of laughter. The day also included the traditional 
athletics events from javelin to sprinting, high jump to relay races.  We saw 
some exceptional performances on the track- a testament to the commitment 
and dedication of our athletes.

Well done to all our students who participated so well in the day, to Mr 
Reynolds and the PE team for leading the event and to all the staff for helping 
this day to run smoothly. 

A great day was had by all.

OUTSTANDING ATHLETICS 
SUCCESS
ALL YEARS

This half term there have been some superb performances from the students in 
the PE department, including 30 students representing Brentside High School 
at the Junior Borough Athletics. 

Eight students were chosen to represent Team Ealing in the Middlesex 
Cup at Stadium X (Home of Saracens Rugby Union) which is a fantastic 
achievement.  All students selected demonstrated outstanding performances. 
Particular highlights included Lola in Year 7 (2nd in High Jump), Julieta in 
Year 7  (2nd in 200m ), Jalal Year 8 (2nd in 200m) and Ezekiel Year 8 (1st 
in Shot Put).  

Ezekiel and Jalal were also selected to represent Ealing in The London Youth 
Games where Ezekiel went on to achieve 1st place and Jalal 9th.

We are incredibly proud of their commitment, determination and skills.

INTERNATIONAL MARKET DAY
ALL YEARS
Friday, 18 July

Last week, our Brentside 
community came together to 
celebrate International Market and 
Culture Day—a vibrant showcase of 
the rich diversity that makes Brentside 
High School so special. From colourful 
traditional attire to delicious dishes 
from around the globe, the event was 
a joyful reminder of the many cultures 
and stories that shape who we are.

Our ‘street’ was filled with flags and stalls selling food and flavours from 
around the world. All proceeds raised on this day will be donated to charity. 

A huge thank you to everyone who participated, ran stalls, and brought their 
culture to life. 

APPLIED LEARNING DAY
ALL YEARS
21 July

Our final Applied Learning Day of the year offered a wide range of activities 
to develop our students’ cultural capital and give them the opportunity to 
experience learning in new ways beyond the classroom.

From working in groups developing their enterprise skills, to exploring the 
Science Museum, visiting theatres, art galleries and even the iconic site of 
Durdle Door in Dorset, this term’s Applied Learning Day was a fantastic way 
to round off the term.

Huge thanks to the many staff who planned events, lead trips, ran workshops 
and helped to make learning alive at the end of a very long term! 

Dear Parents/Carers,

As we reach the end of another remarkable 
academic year, let’s take a moment to reflect 
on the many achievements, milestones, 
and memories that have made this year so 
special.

Our students have once again demonstrated 
a fantastic commitment to their learning. A 
special congratulations to our Year 11 and 
Year 13 students for their resilience and 
determination during exam season—you 
have made us all incredibly proud. Ofsted summarised Brentside well in their 
most recent report when they wrote: “The school’s purposeful ethos means 
that students learn successfully and grow and develop as individuals.” This 
newsletter highlights some of the many opportunities that have nurtured that 
growth and development.

This year’s Arts Festival was a real treat, showcasing our students’ talent 
and teamwork. Our art and media exhibition, fashion show, music recitals 
and performances of Shakespeare extracts made this a wonderful night to 
remember, celebrating the creativity of our Brentside culture. Many thanks to 
all the students and staff who brought these events to life.

Our sports teams have had a phenomenal year, with victories in regional 
competitions and at county level. Beyond the trophies, we’ve seen fantastic 
sportsmanship, teamwork and determination. Just when we thought Sports 
Day couldn’t get any better, this year’s was the best one yet with all students 
taking part either through team games, competitive athletics on the field 
or Vintage Sports day on the Astro. A huge well done to everyone who 
participated with pride, both on the track and cheering from the sidelines.

Our students have continued to show compassion and leadership through a 
range of activities and events, from our School Cabinet to Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme, mentoring to library monitors. Students have raised money 
for charity and participated in environmental initiatives, such as converting 
our courtyard into an eco-garden; our Brentside community has made a real 
difference. 

This summer newsletter is bursting with events we’d like to share and 
celebrate, giving you a taste of this half term’s many successes and 
opportunities. 

None of this would be possible without the enthusiasm of our students, the 
support of our families and the dedication of our staff. Thank you for being 
part of this vibrant, caring, and ambitious school community.

As we look forward to a well-earned summer break, we are already excited 
about what the next academic year will bring. We’ll be welcoming new 
students, launching new initiatives, and continuing to grow together as a 
school.

Wishing you all a restful, joyful, and safe summer holiday.

 

Ms Hames

Charlotte Hames 
Headteacher

info@brentsidehigh.ealing.sch.uk 020 8575 9162

Brentside High School, Greenford Avenue, London, W7 1JJ
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