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Aims of the evening: “

 How to support your child to successfully
prepare for assessments and exams

e Target grades in KS4 and how your child’s
progress will be tracked

* How to develop effective study and revision
skills.
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Attendance and punctuality

* Please help your child to get up and arrive t

school on time.

* Every lesson does count. Year 11 have around
25 school weeks until their GCSE exams start and 8
school weeks until their mock exams.

e Reminder: students in tutor time for 08:40.



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJmFkpLph8gCFcmrGgodW8kOEg&url=http://stevetmat.com/alarm-clock-design-inspiration.html&bvm=bv.103073922,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGODp4bbHN4y6C3Wox9eXRPZXzagQ&ust=1442914371595797
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKj-m_zoh8gCFQO8GgodgtgHow&url=http://www.standard.co.uk/news/boris-urged-to-back-one-hour-oyster-bus-fare-6781736.html&bvm=bv.103073922,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNE44jj8p5_cmIxmv27MW7eW3U1vig&ust=1442914347671344

E*E BRENTSIDE

HIGH SCHOOL

90% attendance: Students generally achieve one grade

below those with 100%...

60.4
53.1
44.6
I 347

91.5-92.4% 90 - 91.4%

A* - C% Attainment

20

74.3

26.7

93.5 - 100%

92.5 - 93.4%

% Attendance

88 - 89.9%

<88%

90% = missing one day a fortnight

DAYS OFF

COST
GOOD

?RADES
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Success Is a journey

* No journey is straight forward;
there are always challenges along
the way.

* To be successful is to challenge
yourself, to achieve things you
can’t already do.

* Success only comes with effort,
discomfort and failure.
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Key dates for the year
. memt | Date

Target Setting Day Thursday, 26 November

Mock Exams Begin Monday, 7 December
Parents Evening Thursday, 21 January

Target Review Day Thursday, 25 March

GCSE EXAMS PROVISIONALLY BEGIN Thursday, 6 May
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Exam Preparation and Support

* Targeted intervention and
exam preparation sessions

* Holiday booster sessions
Feb half term, April break,
May half term

e Mock Exams — December
and March

* Revision guides and online
resources
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Pathways — Sixth Form and beyond...

* Level 2: Grades 9-3 in 5 subjects
(including English Language or
Literature and Maths)

* Level 3 BTEC courses: Grades 9-4
in 5 subjects (including English
Language or Literature and
Maths)

* Level 3 A Level courses: Grades 9-
5in 5 subjects (including English
Language or Literature and
Maths, plus linked subject/s)
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e

Altendance

g%/ 1S THE KEY TO SUCCESS
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Attendance to...

Lessons

Exam preparation sessions — morning/afternoon
February and Easter revision sessions

Mock examinations — December/February

16:30 Club — students revise independently in a
qguiet area — revision for exams

Coursework completion — Health and Social Care,
Creative iMedia, Art , Drama and Music.
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Exam preparation sessions

Mathematics — at 07:45 and 15:15
Science — at 15:15
English — at 07:45 and 15:15

Other subjects will also be offering afterschool
preparation sessions, e.g.,

at 15:15: History, Geography, Religious Studies
and Citizenship.

Letters/emails will be sent out inviting students to these
exam preparation sessions.



ENTSIDE

GH SCHOOL

Year 11 mock examinations

Topic lists and revision Guide

Subjects:

English, p2
Mathematics, p3-6

Science, p7-9

Physical education, p10

History, p11

Geography, p12

Music and music technology, p13-14
Drama, p15-16

Religious studies, p17-19
Citizenship, p20-21

Preparation
Computing and Creative Imedia, p22-24

IS the ke
H Art - Food and nutrition, graphics and drawing, sculpture, product design and

to success | media studies p23-29

® French/Spanish, p30
Health and Social Care, 31-32
Resources to support revision, p33
RAG subject knowledge, p34
Mind Map and Dual coding, p35

Holiday revision timetable, p36
Exam Boards for each subject, p37

‘Before anything else, the key to success
is preparation’
Alexander Graham Bell

NWA
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Making sense of the grades
A 4 A4 ) 4

TT20 TT5
Su bject target | target gra Mock Assessment Predicted grade
grade de
English 5 6 3 3}
French 4 3) 2 4
Geography 3 4 3 4
ICT 6 7 5 5
Maths 5 6 4 6
Science 5 6 5 5

Predicted Grade: Teachers’ prediction on what they will achieve in Summer GCSE exams.
Mock Assessment: The grade they achieved in their December or February exams.
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Subject TT20 target grade | TT5 target grade | Predicted grade

English 5 6 5

French 4 S 4

Geography 3 4 4

ICT 6 7 5

Maths S 6 6

Science 5 6 5

9

What do these results mean post 167

* Most subjects require a grade 5/6 with a 6 in their chosen subjects to complete
A-Level subjects. At Brentside High School a student would need 6 subjects
with a grade 5 and above.

* There are also different pathways such as Level 3 BTEC and Level 2 BTEC. Both
are very popular and successful alternatives to A-Levels.

* The better a student does, the more choice they have over which pathway
to choose from.
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Advice from Y12:
If | could give Y11 one piece of advice...

"Revise early, vevise, 9o out as well as vevise, work out what You want to do next
year and work for i, work havd from the start, be continuous with your study
routine, focus on Yourself- evew if it means changing one or two friends.'

"Don't leave it till a month before your exams, give yourself enough time to study, focus
on what you want to pursue in life, revise every day on a topic you've not sure of and

test yourself until you get it right."

“Challenge yourself, keep qoing don’t give up, start studying now and don’t
get lazy, be prepared, avoid distractions, study but also have a social life as
it relieves stress, don’t get too stressed out-
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How to be
successful in GCSE

Science

Year 11 Year Ahead Evening

Tuesday 22 September 2026
Dr. Malik — Director of Science

Key dates

Mocks, sixth form, next

O

Science today How to revise

New discoveries, What works, and a
mysteries and Al weekly plan steps

O
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We went back to the Moon

Artemls Il-1- 10 Apr|I2026

Nearly 10 days

around the Moon and back

252,756 miles

from Earth: the farthest humans have ever travelled

1972

the last time people flew beyond low Earth orbit
(Apollo 17)

- Source: NASA Artemis Il mission pages (nasa.gov/mission/artémls-ii).

e The crew

Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover and Christina
Koch (NASA) with Jeremy Hansen (Canadian
Space Agency).

In your GCSE

Forces and motion, energy, and heat: all
needed to get people around the Moon and
home safely.
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The 2025 Nobel Prizes in science

Chemistry
Kitagawa, Robson & Yaghi

Metal—organic frameworks:
molecular structures full of tiny
spaces. They can harvest water
from desert air, capture carbon
dioxide and store toxic gases.

Think: bonding, gases, the
atmosphere

This year’s Nobel Prizes are announced in October — look out for them.

Medicine
Brunkow, Ramsdell & Sakaguchi

How the body stops the
immune system from attacking
itself: the discoveries help
explain autoimmune diseases,
where this control fails.

Think: infection and the immune
system

Sources: NobelPrize.org 2025 press releases; Scientific American (13 Oct 2025).

Physics

Clarke, Devoret & Martinis

Quantum effects shown in an
electric circuit big enough to
hold in your hand: this opens
up possibilities for guantum
computers, sensors and

cryptography.

Think: electric circuits, future
computers
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'“Myé‘t,ew 1: Tabby’s Star

KIC 8462852: a-star, not a p'Ianet,ithat keeps dimming |

dips of up to ~20%

Brightness of star (%)

Schematic sketch - not real data

75

Time -

The clue: different colours of light dim by different
amounts, so whatever passes in front is not solid, like a
planet.

Found by volunteers

Citizen scientists on the Planet Hunters project
spotted it in NASA Kepler data (2015). It dips by
up to ~20% for days, then recovers.

The suspects

Comet swarms, a planet’s debris, a dust cloud,
even an alien “megastructure” (a very long
shot).

Best explanation so far

Dust. What makes the dust, and the star’s slow
long-term fading, is still debated.

5 ’ Sources:*NASA/JPL; Scientific Amgrican; Space.com; ScienceDéin (LSU). Graph is an iIIustrati~ve sketch. ’
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Al and the jobs of the future

Fastest-growing jobs (forecast)

+11 million

jobs Al and data processing could create by G Big data specialists
2030
a FinTech engineers

e Al and machine learning specialists

_9 m I I I IO n ° Software developers

jobs it could displace: forecasts, not
certainties Most wanted skill: analytical thinking: 7 in 10 employers.

Al is science too

Igl The 2024 Nobel Prize in Chemistry honoured Hassabis and Jumper’s Al model that predicts
protein structures: a 50-year-old problem.

Sources: World Economic Forum, Future of Jobs Report 2025 (survey of 1,000+ employers); NobelPrize.org 2024.
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Let’s talk money — honestly

Median salary of UK graduates (2021/22)
A gap of about £2,000

A modest average difference, not a guarantee

£27,998 of a higher salary.
£25,999

The job matters more

In maths and computing, high-skilled jobs paid
about £10,000 more than low-skilled ones.
Medicine and dentistry topped the science
subjects.

Part of the gap reflects prior grades and
background, not just the subject.

Science degree subjects Non-science degree subjects

What science does give you: the analytical thinking employers say they want most.

Source: HESA Graduate Outcomes 2021/22: UK first-degree graduates in full-time work; not adjusted for inflation.



Your revision resources

ger < cep
g ! - ) CGP- 7]
GCSE GCSE
Combined Science Combined Science Combined Science
For Edexcel (Grade 9-1) For Edexcel (Grade 9-1) For Edexcel (Crade 9-1)
The Revision Guide Exam Practice Workbook 10-Minute Tests
Higher Level Higher Level Higher Level
Revision xam Practice Workbook 10-Minute Tests
Learn a section, tffen cover and Exam-style Qugstions to test yourself Quick self-checks in short sessions
re
.‘:‘. senecalearning.com .‘:‘. physicsandmathstutor.com

WY Freeonline science courses WY Topic questions and past papers
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Requirements for 6th form science

e A-levels 9 BTEC Applied Science

e Five grade 5s or more AND e Five grade 4s or more,
including a 4 in science,

e A high 6 in the science you want to do etlhe ane Endisk

e Grade 6 in Maths

e Grade 5 in English (Literature or
Language)

A “high 6”: the top third of the marks within a grade 6 (in Combined Science, the top third of the 6-6
range).
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Key dates ahead

o—0 O

From Mon 28 Sept 7-17 Dec 2026 21 Jan 2027 22 Feb — 2 Mar 2027

Year 11 mini mocks begin Year 11 mock exams Year 11 Parents’ Evening Year 11 Spring assessments
(mock results included)

Questions?

Start your first recall session this week: small, regular, tested.
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It is all possible!

Work hard in lesson
+
revise at home

an amazing science result

9 Students @ Parents and carers

Do your first cover-and-recall session Ask your child to explain one topic to
this week. you without notes: 10 minutes.
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English in Year 11

Year 11 is organised around the exams calendar.

Autumn 1l and 2

Interleaved Literature Paper 2 revision alongside Language Paper 1 and 2
preparation

Spring

Literature Paper 1 revision, followed by targeted teaching in response to mock
results

This sequence keeps revision closely matched to the next assessment.
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Assessment and revision schedule

12 October 2026: in-class mock
Language Paper 1

December 2026: hall mocks
Language Paper 2

Literature Paper 2

First week after February half term 2027: hall mocks

Language Paper 1
Literature Paper 1

May and June 2027
Four public examinations across English Language and English Literature
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GCSE English Language and Literature Overview

Paper 2

English Language

Section A: Modern texts

Section A: Reading

Macbeth

An Inspector
Calls

Q1 Finding information
Q2 Language Analysis

Q3 Structure Analysis

Q4 How far do you agree?

Q1 True or false

Q2 Infer

Q3 Language Analysis
Q4 Compare viewpoints

Section B: Anthology

Section B: Writing

A

Power and Conflict

Section C: Unseen Poetry

Christmas
Carol

Analysing an unseen
poem, and comparing

19th May

Q5 Descriptive or
narrative writing

24t May

Q5 Writing to give an
opinion
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Weekly English Intervention

Thursday mornings and Thursday
afternoons

Our large English team can offer
both sessions. Registers allow us to
monitor attendance and follow up

where students need regular
support.

In the new year, support will expand
to include whole-cohort walking
talking mocks, weekend revision and
Easter revision.

AQAK
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Every student receives revision
materials for all Literature texts
and both Language papers.

Please use these alongside class
work and past-paper practice
rather than as a replacement for
them.

Collins

SNAP

REVISION

MACBETH

GCSE 91 English Literature

SNAP REVISION

S5l REVISE SET TEXTS
%zf INA SNAP

REVI 58@@\5
WORQ?\BOO%\
UNSEEN POETRY

AQA GCSE 31 English Literature

BE EXAM-READY IN A SNAP

Collins

SNAP

REVISION

A CHRISTMAS
CAROL

GCSE 91 English Literatare

S5l REVISE SET TEXTS
SR IN A SNAP

SNAP REVISION

Collins

SNAP

REVISION
READING

(for papers 1and 2)

AQA GCSE 3-1 English Language

SNAP REVISION READING

P REVISE TRICKY
g TOPICS INA SNAP

Collins

SNAP

REVISION

AN INSPECTOR
CALLS

GCSE 9-1 Engtish Literature

SNAP REVISION

5wl REVISE SET TEXTS
Bl IN A SNAP
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Visible learning:

This year each student has been given a
lever arch folder with a section for every
module. Teachers can quickly identify
missing practice, incomplete past papers
and areas that need further revision.

Students may take the folder home before
mocks so that families can see what has
been completed and help prioritise the

next steps.




RENTSIDE
GH SCHOOL

m Subjects Qualifications Professional Development Exams Admin Services Support for Q,

Search - Past papers and mark schemes
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Useful online revision

* Mr Bruff
* Mr Salles
* Seneca Learning

* BBC Bitesize o
Bitesize
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Reading
The correlation
between reading for
pleasure and success at
GSCE is undeniable, so
please encourage your
child to read for 30
minutes a day.
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e Mock Exams:

e Paper 1 Non calculator (1 hour 30 mins)
e Paper 2 Calculator (1 hour 30 mins)

e Paper 3 Calculator (1 hour 30 mins)
* All papers are out of 80 marks each

@ Pearson | Edexcel



RENTSIDE

-EV GH SCHOOL

Support for Students

Homework tasks on SPARX
 Questions given according to student ability
* Videos available if stuck

Half Papers
 Weekly- predicted GCSE questions
* Follow-up in lessons with topics that are re-taught

Tuesday morning (07:40) and twilight exam prep sessions
(15:10 - 16:15)
 Consolidate learning

Sparx Maths



i
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Revision Materials REVISE
* Students have been provided with revision guides (Year B

0 MATHS ,
* Websites: =

= BBC GCSE Bitesize ! iV\
= MathsGenie =

= Corbett maths

= 15t class maths REVISE
. . ] EDEXCEL GCSE
= MyMaths (login: brentside, password: prism). "ATHS
* Laterin the year Easter revision, Saturday classes. e

* Past papers packs will be given before Easter with
worked solutions.

i
V‘:\N

@ Pearson | Edexcel
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Ms Griffiths
Deputy Headteacher
Teaching & Learning



What have | learnt about
myself as a student in year 10?

O | have totally mastered working in the evenings

O | start revising early so | feel in control

O | come to school almost every day and am really
attentive in lessons

O | try my best at homewaork; the only one gaining
from it is me, after all.

O It| don't understand something, | ask my teachers
after the lesson - need to show initiative.

O | qo to my room and listen to music, check socia
media and start when ['m ready

O | start revising a week before, panic, then feel anxious
for the whole exam session.

O | try to come in mostly, but | get o tired..

O | hate homewaork. | don't qo on Class Charts every
night. [T [ do it, | try to qet it done as quickly as
possible!

O (h my bod! leachers. They're always at me. Why

don't they leave me alone?




Year 11 is about starting your journey as a
young adult and setting the foundations for
the rest of your working life.



kY
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~: And it is a marathon,
"4 - not a sprint.

{3~




Step 1: Establish a routine and get organised



Turn your room into @
positive learning
environment. Keep
books and notes on
the desk to a
minimum and
decorate your walls
with colourful notes
and key facts.

Music is OK as long
as it helps you to
study, and blocks
out distracting

noises. ( :

Experiments show
that some types of
classical music
boost brain power
and increase your
Q!

Use study music on
YouTube to help
you relax.




Looking back and
looking forwards



Year 10 exams —what have you not mastered?

Year 11 new content -top-up as you go



Step 2: Subject Hit Lists!
Specify and prioritise



REVISION

Subject and Specific Topic to Revise

Subject and Specific Topic to Revise

TIMETABLE

Monday Geography: practising 6 mark ENGLISH: practise using unseen
questions (cite specific topics e.g. population, | texts
development)

Tuesday CHEMISTRY: practising 8 mark SPANISH: revising for ‘writing” exam
questions (cite specific topics) on Nov 25™

Wednesday | MATHS: revision class BIOLOGY: revise past paper

questions (cite specific topics)

Thursday [ MUSIC: exam questions from past | RE: St Mark’s Gospel questions (cite
papers (cite specific topics) specific topics)

Friday BREAK BREAK

Saturday | Geography: population|SPANISH: revising for

guestions

.

‘writing’ exam

Step 3: Little and often

-Weekly revision starts now!




Did you know?

In order to remember something, your brain needs to experience it:

3 different times and in

3 different ways
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Reading Better and Faster
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Active Reading

Skim read

Make notes
Draw diagrams
Read OUT LOUD.
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necessity at the edge of the earth, and in the sight of the
clear-voiced Hesperides; this fate Zeus in his wisdom allotted
him.
> nd he bound devious and wily Prometheus with hard and
inescapable bonds, after d g a shaft through his middle; gology of
and roused up a long-winged eagle against him that used to ’9«4“"‘:‘6
eat his immortal liver. But all the long-winged bird would eat
during the whole day would be oo !
ity son of
id rid the son of lapetus from g/ ment
plague and released him from his suffering, notwss & lest
against the will of Olympian Zeus who rules from on high'ss? 1%
at the renown of Theban-born Heracles might be still greater
than before on the bountiful earth. Thus he respected his i fovenge
ous son with this token of honor. Although he had been Pahetiess
, the migh ) ave up the anger that ln'w(hxy
had held previously because Prometheus had matched his wits fu]u
against him. 4= keisis
For when the gods and mortals guarreled at Mecone,”
then Prometheus with quick intelligence divided up a great ox
and set the pieces out in an attempt to deceive the mind of
Zeus. For the one group in the dispute he placed flesh
the rich and fatty innards on the hide and wrapped the
up in the ox’s paunch; for the other group he od and set
forth with devious art the white bones of the ox, wrapping
them up in white fat. Then the father of gods and men spoke
to him: “Son of lapetus, most renowned of all lords, my
friend, how partisan has been your division of the portions
Thus Zeus whose wisdom is immortal spoke in derision.
ed with a gentle smile, as he did
not forget his crafty trick. "Most glorious Zeus, greatest of the
gods who exist forever, choose whichever of the two vour heart b
in your breast urges.” He spoke with crafty intent a&;’zfﬂi%&f",
i But Zeus whose wisdom is immortal knew .md'\\'.l\ ﬁnt Jonishy
unaware of the trick. And he foresaw in his heart evils for f wm:z
mortals, which would be accomplished. He took up in Imll?{.i\#lﬂ
hands the white fat, and his mind was enraged, and anger fack b firg=
took hold of his heart as he saw the, \\alnilv hones of the ox  faw még=

|
sed with crafty art. For this P3N the races of human YAcHIE
I :

gl e A .
gy

thoughts that surpass fhose” of everyone, so y : then not
yet forgotten your crafty arts” Thus Zeus whose wisdom is
immortal spoke in anger. From this time on he always remem-pagread
yower ol weariless firg fagd Mwd
sh_trees to mortals who dwell on the earth

But_{he noble son of fapetus tricked him by stealing in a Stka b’
wals

0¥ hollow fenuel stalk_the gleam of weariless fie that is seen

from afar. High-thundering 1s was stung to the depths of his
being and angered in his heart as he saw among mortals the
gleam of fire seen from al B v _he contrived an evil
mpense, for theilfire, Tha renowiied ,}"Jﬁf‘j;:".,
:pl ._fashioned out of carth_the likeness of awseerci
modest_maiden according to the wi
Bright-eyed Athena clothed and arrayed her in silvel
ments

nd Pallas Athena put around

vl budding flowers and wry. And
od

c»iwruly

i
ed on her h lden crown that the reno
lame god himself made, fashioning it with his hands as a favor
to his father Zeus. On it he wronght much intricate detail, Pancbgre~ Masde
wondrous to behold, of the countless animals which the land f10 ot
and the sea nourish; many he fixed on it, amazing creations, Cogsee  ee
like living creatures with voices: and its radiant loveliness fest (@ea il
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Making notes

CORNELL NOTES

- Key words and ideas

- Important dates/people/places

- Main Idea - Repeated or stressed info

- Ideas or brainstorming written

- Key Question on the board or projector

(after notes are completed)

- Info from textbook or stories

- Diagrams and pictures

- Formulas

Summary of your notes in your awn words



To succeed...
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Final step:
Test yourself!

Two students have identical
knowledge and attainment levels.

One practises APPLYING the
knowledge to questions under timed
conditions, the other doesn’t. They
read mark schemes and understand
where marks are awarded.

The final difference between them
both is 25% -2-3 grades difference!l!!

T




Top Ten Revision Tips

Establish a routine

Get organised

Use a set place to study

Make sure your workspace is quiet

Prioritise your weakest areas

Work smart —vary the way you revise and always reflect on whether it works
Move to the testing phase when you can

Time your answers

Use your sitress positively; the harder you work, the less stressed you will be

Look after your physical health —eat well, exercise and go to bed early






Thank you for your support

/\

Olf you have any questions, please
contact:

O Mr Walsh, Year Leader

O Ms Hatwell, Deputy Year Leader

O Ms Watkins, SAFE Worker

O Ms Mertzelos, Assistant Headteacher
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