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Welcome to
the Year 11 

Year Ahead Evening
Tuesday 12 September
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Welcome from Ms Hames, Headteacher
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Aims of the evening:

• Sharing information on how to successfully 
prepare for public exams and pathways post 16

•  How to support your child make the most of this 
year

• What really effective study and revision habits 
look like

•  How to access Satchel One
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EVERYONE CAN 

ACHIEVE THEIR BEST
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Where are we starting from and where 
do we want to get to?
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Start with the End of Year 10 Report

ATG = Aspirational
Target Grade – 
representants 
progress in top 1-
20% outstanding 
progress

MTG = Minimum 
Target Grade – 
the grade a 
student should 
achieve that is in 
line with top 25% 
of students 
nationally with 
same GCSE 
grades

AtL = Attitude to 
Learning score 
1- 4 (4 best)

WTG = Working 
Towards Grade –
teacher current 
prediction of 
final grade based 
on all 
assessments, 
mock results, 
work and effort
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Nothing worth having in life ever came easily...

• October- first 
WTGs

• Dec- mock exams
• Nov- 6th Form 

open eve
• Jan- mock results 

day and second 
WTGs

• Feb- mock 
assessments 

• March- WTG
• …

Charlotte Hames
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Assessments are key:

• Essay and assessment feedback
• Get into training- timed essays 

• Exemplar essays/past papers 

• Specification details

• Assessment Objectives 

• Coursework feedback

• Online explanations, tools, tutorials 
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Exam Preparation and Support

• Subject specialists- every lesson counts

• Targeted Intervention and Exam Preparation 
Sessions

• Holiday booster sessions Feb half term, April break, 
May half term

• Mock Exams – December with some also in 
February/March

• Revision guides and online resources
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Charlotte Hames

Brentside High School - Learning Resources

https://www.brentsidehigh.ealing.sch.uk/page/?title=Learning+Resources&pid=40
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Pathways – Sixth Form and beyond…

• Level 2: Grades 9-3 in 5 subjects (including 
English Language or Literature and Maths)

• Level 3 BTEC courses: Grades 9-4 in 5 
subjects (including English Language or 
Literature and Maths)

• Level 3 A Level courses: Grades 9-5 in 5 
subjects (including English Language or 
Literature and Maths, plus linked subject/s)
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University and Apprenticeships

• www.ucas.com

Charlotte Hames

http://www.ucas.com/
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Advice from Y12: 
What I got right when I was in Y11...
• Attending revision classes, attending revision 

classes, revising, finding good study websites, 
attending revision classes, creating a study space

• Listening to piano music when working, studied 
well, going to catch up lessons and weekend 
revision, found my own best way to study 

• Determined to do the best for myself, got 
organised, tested myself, revision, testing each 
other, revision, revision timetable, organised 
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Advice from Y12:
Looking back, I wish I had...

• Revised more, revised more, went out more 
and had a break, balanced my free time and 
study time, studied more, got more help from 
teachers when I was stuck

• Started revising at the start of the year, 
revised more at home, I wish I'd had more 
time, put more effort into coursework, worked 
harder in class, studied more, revised earlier 
(x10)
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Advice from Y12:
If I could give Y11 one piece of advice...

• Revise early, revise, go out as well as revise, work out 
what you want to do next year and work for it, work 
hard from the start, be continuous with your study 
routine, focus on yourself- even if it means changing 
one or two friends

• Don’t leave it till a month before your exams, give 
yourself enough time to study, focus on what you want 
to pursue in life, revise every day on a topic you’re not 
sure of and test yourself until you get it right

• Challenge yourself, keep going don’t give up, start 
studying now and don’t get lazy, be prepared, avoid 
distractions, study but also have a social life as it 
relieves stress, don’t get too stressed out. 
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Mr Moynihan
Head of Year 11
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CS Lewis – English writer and 
theologian. Held academic 

positions in Oxford University



Good 
revision 
habits

Poor 
revision 
habits



Attendance and punctuality

▪ Please help your child to get up and arrive to 
school on time.

▪ Every lesson does count. Year 11 have over 
30 school weeks until their GCSE exams 
start and 13 school weeks until their mock 
exam exams.

▪ Reminder students in tutor time for 8.40am.

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKj-m_zoh8gCFQO8GgodgtgHow&url=http://www.standard.co.uk/news/boris-urged-to-back-one-hour-oyster-bus-fare-6781736.html&bvm=bv.103073922,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNE44jj8p5_cmIxmv27MW7eW3U1vig&ust=1442914347671344
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJmFkpLph8gCFcmrGgodW8kOEg&url=http://stevetmat.com/alarm-clock-design-inspiration.html&bvm=bv.103073922,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGODp4bbHN4y6C3Wox9eXRPZXzagQ&ust=1442914371595797


A quiet place to study 
and a clear routine



Organisation – having the correct 
equipment and uniform means 
we can focus on the learning

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCN-JpOvnh8gCFUcyGgodDKIEqg&url=http://www.ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk/class-pages/maples&bvm=bv.103073922,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEsK0TqfMMqbePSEo6VCipPzGTxWA&ust=1442913962197491
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMuCxc3oh8gCFYVKFAodyMoJig&url=http://www.tts-group.co.uk/shops/tts/Catalogue/Exercise-Books/86ee9c78-1975-441a-aad8-41ada76b3e05&bvm=bv.103073922,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHkrQLf0SvsNrx_YFZVqJ7VXu60qQ&ust=1442914216328809
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIfMkoznh8gCFUrsFAodwwsPGQ&url=https://www.pinterest.com/explore/teen-backpacks/&bvm=bv.103073922,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNF3k2Tv4l5C1Q-ahw74_SUgshx9uQ&ust=1442913704771484
http://beafunmum.com/2011/01/back-to-school-be-green-environmentally-friendly-pens-stationery/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMD1qoPoh8gCFQVyFAodad0LgA&url=http://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-images-soda-water-bottle-blank-label-image15382319&bvm=bv.103073922,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHiAa0jn1DWlIfP0cFU9A8n-UqxJA&ust=1442914092257797


http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiEpf2xqsLKAhUFvRQKHUbqCGAQjRwIBw&url=http://under30ceo.com/secret-success/&bvm=bv.112454388,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNFJKOMdPdKiA4j3eJSUlzXGgiD27A&ust=1453720501240074
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Year 11 Timeline
September- Where we are now 
Half term
Thursday 23 November- Target Setting Day with Progress Report
TARGET - Wednesday 6 December- Mock exams; All applications to 6th 
form/Colleges made.
Christmas holiday
January- Mock Results day; interviews for Post 16+ Options start
Half term
TARGET - Monday 23 February (TBC) - Mock exams
Mock Results day – Overall results
Wednesday 27 March- Target Review Day – Last Progress Report
Easter
May- Exams start
June- Finish exams last week in June



Communication does help!

▪ Ask specific questions 
every day about your 
child's learning

▪ Ask your child how you 
can help them with 
their revision

▪ Liaise with your child's 
form tutor, YL, subject 
teacher



Ms Griffiths
Deputy Headteacher 
Teaching & Learning



What have I learnt about 

myself as a student in year 10?

 I have totally mastered working in the 
evenings.

 I start revising early so I feel in control.

 I come to school almost every day and am 
really attentive in lessons.

 I try my best at homework; the only one 
gaining from it is be, after all. 

 If I don’t understand something, I ask my 
teachers after the lesson –I need to show 
initiative. 

 I go to my room and listen to music, check 
social media and start when I’m ready.

 I start revising a week before, panic, then 
feel anxious for the whole exam session.

 I try to come in mostly, but I get so tired…

 I hate homework. I don’t go on Satchel One 
every night. If I do it, I try to get it done as 
quickly as possible!

 Oh my God! Teachers. They’re always at me. 
Why don’t they leave me alone?



Year 11 is about starting your journey as a 

young adult and setting the foundations for 

the rest of your working life. 



And it is a marathon, 

not a sprint.



Step 1: Establish a routine and get organised



Do you have a fixed place 

to study? If you do, your 

mind will get into the habit 

of working and being 

focused. 

When did you last sharpen your pencils? 

Make sure all of your equipment is to hand 

and in good order. Don’t give yourself excuses 

not to write or highlight! 

Turn your room into a 

positive learning 

environment. Keep 

books and notes on 

the desk to a 

minimum and 

decorate your walls 

with colourful notes 

and key facts.

Music is OK as long 

as it helps you to 

study, and blocks 

out distracting 

noises. 

 

Experiments show 

that some types of 

classical music 

boost brain power 

and increase your 

IQ! 

Use study music on 

YouTube to help 

you relax.



Looking back and 

looking forwards



Year 10 exams –what have you not mastered?

Year 11 new content –top-up as you go



Step 2: Subject Hit Lists!

Specify and prioritise

Tricky topic 1 Tricky topic 2 Tricky topic 3

Maths

English Lit

Chemistry

Biology

Physics

RE

Hist / Geog/ Option

MFL / Option

Option



Step 3: Little and often



Weekly revision starts now!



Did you know?
In order to remember something, your brain needs to experience it:

 3 different times and in

 3 different ways



Reading Better and

Active Reading
By adopting a more active 
approach to reading, you can 
begin to read better and faster 
within a very short space of time. 

• Skim read first

• Make notes as you go

• Draw diagrams as you go

• Repeat key phrases and key 
terms OUT LOUD.



Why and 
how do 
we use 

flash 
cards? 

They should be 

visually stimulating to 

help your 

photographic 

memory

Don’t use too much 

text…use colour, 

interesting layouts 

and lots of diagrams

Use them as test 

cards with friends 

and family.



Mind maps are a great way of 

synthesising information. They 

force us to make connections. 

They also support our visual 

memory.



Making notes 



To succeed...

Understand Learn Test



Final step: 

Test yourself!
Two students have identical 
knowledge and attainment levels.

One practises APPLYING the 
knowledge to questions under timed 
conditions, the other doesn’t. They 
read mark schemes and understand 
where marks are awarded. 

The final difference between them 
both is 25% -2-3 grades difference!!!



Top Ten Revision Tips

1. Establish a routine

2. Get organised

3. Use a set place to study

4. Make sure your workspace is quiet

5. Prioritise your weakest areas

6. Work smart –vary the way you revise and always reflect on whether it works

7. Move to the testing phase when you can

8. Time your answers

9. Use your stress positively

10. Look after your physical health –eat well, exercise and go to bed early
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English 

Subject Lead: Mrs Colagrossi



Year 11 English 
Language and 
Literature



Mandatory Components
 
- English Language Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
(One FICTION extract); 1 hr 45 mins. 50%
- English Language Paper 2: Writer's Viewpoints and Perspectives
(Two NON-FICTION extracts); 1 hr 45 mins. 50%
- GCSE Speaking and Listening: completed in Year 10

- English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel
1 hr 45 mins. 40%
- English Literature Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry
2 hrs 15 mins. 60%



Literature text choices at Brentside 
- Macbeth
- A Christmas Carol
- An Inspector Calls
- Power and Conflict Poetry
Mandatory= Unseen Poetry



How can students revise?

Language
• Learn key terminology

• Learn what is required and the 
‘formulas’ for each question

• Complete practice 
papers/questions under timed 
conditions

• Read examples of creative and 
persuasive writing (Charlie 
Brooker, Eva Wiseman etc)

• Planning for Question 5 (Section B) 
and writing an answer in 45 
minutes

Literature
• Learn contextual information for each 

text

• Complete critical readings to broaden 
knowledge of the set texts

• Memorise key quotations (closed 
book)

• Learn key terminology

• Complete practice 
papers/questions under timed 
conditions



Your son/daughter 
has been given or 
will receive Snap 
Revision guides 
for Literature set 
texts and the  two 
Language papers.



Thursday morning 
intervention sessions 
are ongoing.
Location: Usual English 
classroom
Time: 8-8.45am



Saturday revision 
sessions.
These will occur in the 
lead up to trial exams 
and the actual 
Summer 2023 GCSE 
exams.
Dates and timings will 
be emailed out to you.



Holiday revision 
sessions.
Please look out for 
calendared 
sessions taking 
place in the 
February half term 
and Easter 
holidays.



Homework:
Homework is set weekly on 
SMHW. We also save revision and 
lesson materials onto this 
platform for students who have 
been absent or for revision 
purposes. Please check twice 
weekly.



Students are awarded 2 
GCSEs for English so 
therefore sufficient time 
must be set aside 
weekly for additional 
revision. 
We recommend 30 
minutes for English 
Language and 30 
minutes for English 
Literature.



Reading 
The correlation 
between reading for 
pleasure and 
success at GCSE is 
undeniable, so 
please encourage 
your child to read for 
30 minutes a day.



Suggested 
online 
resources

• Mr Bruff

• Seneca Learning

• Massolit

• BBC Bitesize



The first Trial 
Exam will cover 
English 
Language Paper 
1 and 2.
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Maths
Subject Leader: Ms Nagra

KS4 Co-ordinator- Mrs Heer
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Dates for Exams

• Paper 1- 1 hour 30 mins- Non calculator 
16/05/24

• Paper 2- 1 hour 30 mins- Calculator 03/06/24

• Paper 3-  1 hour 30 mins- Calculator 10/06/24
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• Maths Watch www.vle.mathswatch.com

• Great for visual learners.

• Different ways of explaining concepts.

• Home tutoring- independent learning.

• Built-in time to practice questions

• Use with key topics that are red or amber.

http://www.vle.mathswatch.com/
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Question Level 
Analysis

▪Use 
MathsWatch 
to go through 
the clips & 
practice 
questions
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• Revision Materials

• Revision is an important skill for life.

• Revision guides and past papers.

• Booklet of past exam questions and model 
answers.

• Websites:BBC GCSE Bitesize
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How to be successful in GCSE Science

Dr. Malik - Director of Science
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The Science Leadership

Director of Science: Dr. Malik

Second in Charge of Science: Mr. Woolman

Subject Lead Biology: Mr Mansour

Subject Lead Chemistry: Ms Shepherd

Subject Lead Physics: Mr Addo

Lead Practioner: Mr Wacfeu
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Why do science?
• Technological 

innovation

• Health care

• Fantastic careers 
with creative and 
enjoyable jobs
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… not to mention space exploration! Where 
science one day will enable us to visit far 

away stars and galaxies.
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Lets talk money

In 2021, the average salary for 
the UK was £25,971
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To effectively revise for your science exams…

1. Schedule
– one or two days for each science

2. Split 
- each subject (biology, chemistry and physics) into 
the different topics 

3. Start 
– using the science resources given to you 
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The schedule

Day Subject Topic Name Completed

Mon (6-730pm) Physics
Topic 1 – Motion and 

forces – Weight and Mass
Yes

Tues (6-730pm) Chemistry
Topic 3 – Rates of 

reactions – Measuring 
rates of reaction

Wed (6-730pm) Break Go running
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The resources
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The resources
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The digital extra resources

www.senecalearning.com  

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/ 

http://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
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Seneca Learning

• Increased academic progress

• Increased confidence in learning 

• Enhanced intrinsic motivation for learning

• Increased independent learning
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Science routines

• Punctuality

• The Planner

• 100% attention on 
teacher talk

• Equipment emphasis 
– calculators

• Your books!
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Separate VS Combined Science
• Set 1’s follow the separate sciences pathway (3 

GCSEs) and get single grades for each science

• Sets 2 to 6 will be following the combined science 
pathway (2 GCSEs) and will get double grades from 
1-1 to 9-9

• Both require students to perform well across all 
three sciences and are fantastic qualifications
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Tiers and grades
• Tiers and sets are generally based on MTGs and adjusted using 

the assessments and teacher feedback

• Students will be placed where they will make the most 
progress – these are not final judgements on their 
academic worth

• Moving tiers or sets is possible

• Work hard and you will be awesome in whichever set or tier 
you are placed in!
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Requirements For 6th form Science
A-levels

• For separate science: Five Grade 5's or more AND a High 6 in 
the science you want to do

• For combined science: Five Grade 5's or above AND an overall 
high 6-6 if you are on combined science

• Grade 6 in Maths

• Grade 5 in English (literature or language)

BTEC Applied Science

• Five Grade 4's or more (including a 4 or 4-4 in science)
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It is all possible!
• Last year's Y11 combined 

science students made on 
average, about 0.85 grades 
progress from 
September 2023 to July 
GCSE 2023

• They started from a grade 
difference of –1.51

• You as a cohort are starting 
from –0.83!
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It is all possible!

• Science 
achievement 
awards

• Prizes for best 
attainment and best 
progress across all 
the sets
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Visualising Success – August 2024



LEARNING & ACHIEVING TOGETHER
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Thank you for your support!

If you have any questions, please contact 
the Year Team – Mr Moynihan (Head of 

Year), Miss Woodstock (Safe Worker), Ms
Mertzelos (AHT), Mr Bannon (AHT) or 

Subject Leads.
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